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This Ts-the Latest jBotjeme for ^hooting (togara P^lls.

50 CO OV/EF^
ffl/KiW pAtCSi|!f s/ip^r.

/I (T^iel^ai? Qepiuj
Ipv^t^d a ^o/rybipatiop
Balloop-Boat w\fy a

S^at J-li^l? £Jp /}bou^
U/at^r.

About once In so many years somebody
turns up with a consum..^ dcsirs t*> glide
over Niagara Falls, just to prov® that It
can be done. Mr. Coryell Bartholomew,
aeronaut, of Jackson, Mich, Is the man who
now has his eye on Niagara.
Mr. Bartholomew, aeronaut, of Jackson,

Mich., knows all about the dizzy-headed
adventurers who have tried the same game
and lost. He is wiser than all the rest,
and, knowing In his own mind the secret
of success, he is impatient to shoot the
Falls and show how it can be done.
Mr. Bartholomew's scheme does sound

very reasonable, and his arguments seem
sound.but then this was equally true of
the others whose bodies floated down the
stream after Niagara had got through with
them. Still Mr. Bartholomew has hit upon
a device wh'eh does look more like a match
for the cataract than anything Invented
by others in the past.
He is getting ready to make the trip,

and is now waiting to hear from the New
York State authorities, to whom he has
applied for permission. Bartholomew, hav¬
ing experience as an aeronaut, intends to
try to combine a balloon and a boat into
a contrivance which will have the best
points of each
This machine Is in effect a colossal bal¬

loon in the shape of a great dumb bell,
between the two globes of which the aero¬
naut will hang suspended from a steel
bar on a trapeze. A hollow shaft of light
sheet siteel one hundred feet in length will
will extend from 0119 end to the other of
this apparatus.
At either end of the steel bar will be a

sphere forty feet in diameter. This will
leave a space of about twenty feet be¬
tween the two huge balls. Hre the aero¬
naut is to be suspended on his trapeze.
The two spheres will be built on a light

steel frame. Each of them is to have a
thick covering of cork.
The cork covering will be useful in dead¬ening the shock from any rocks that maybe encountered in the perilous trip overNiagara Falls. It will also be useful in

floating the structure in case the spheresshould be punctured, letting gas out and
¦water in.
The two huge balls on either end of thehollow steel shaft are to be in effect sep¬arate balloons They are to be air and

water tight. They wllll be filled with dy-drogen gas just before the whole islaunched in the river above the fallls.The structure will have a considerablelifting capacity, and it will rest very lightly011 the water. Indeed, the inventor of thisextraordinary apparatus says that it will
bo closely i^semble a balloon in its liftingcapacity that ballast will have to be usedto keep it oowii' In the water.
This dead weight is to be stored in suchA way that the daring aeronaut, at anytime during his trip over Niagara Falls

can release his ballast in case he finds hisairship sinking. That, he thinks, is whathe may have to do at the instant the ma¬chine shoots over the edge of the Falls.The huge dumb-bell will be so light thatthe probabilities are it will float clear ofthe volume of water coming over the brink,and that from this lofty point, in full viewof the thousands he expects to line theshore, he will sink easily and gracefully tothe bosom of the calm water below. Therethe Maid of the Mist and smaller boats willbe in readiness to take him on board.
Niagara Falls is not so remarkable for Its

height as it is for the stupendous volumeof water passing over the brink everyminute, and which is paralleled nowhereedse on earth. Here is a river much largerthan the Hudson plunging over a precipice260 feet in height with a speed which worldInstantly kill any man whose body was oncecaught in the rapids.Thousands of tons of water fell p'er sec¬ond upon the rocks beneath the channelof the falls. This is the only spot alongthe brink where the water is deep and
green as it passes over.
The water is said to be thirty feet indepth at this point, and the force . thecurrent is so great that this immense bodyof water shoots out from the brink 1 >r aconsiderable distance before it begins tofall perpendicularly. At other points alt ngthe edge of the falls the water is compar 1-tively shallow and it commences to fa 1vertically and breaks into spray the mcxuent It has passed over the brink.

No man is known ever to har« passed
over Niagara Falls and lived to tell the
tale. Charles D. Graham, of Rochester,
claimed that in August, 1889, he success¬
fully made the trip In a cigar-shaped bar¬
rel, which was stoutly constructed of wood
and heavily bound with iron. But grave
doubts have been thrown upon Graham's
alleged achievement.
The passage through the Whirlpool

Rapids is altogether a different thing from
the passage over the falls, and the two
should not be confounded. The Whirlpool
Rapids, where Captain Webb lost his life
in an attempt to swim down with the cur¬
rent, are fully two miles below Niagara
Falls. A calm and placid body of water
intervenes.
Water-tight barrels have several times

successfully passed through the Whirlpool
Rapids, and a small steamer with her crew
once made this perilous trip in an effort to
escape seizure by the Sheriff. The attemptto go over the falls, however, is obviously
so dangerous that few have ever before
even claimed to be able to accomplish the
journey.
Mr. Bartholomew says that the shape In

this apparatus has been carefully studied
out, to keep him in an upright position the
whole time the trip is being made. It will
be Impossible, he thinks, for such a largemachine to be turned end over end. Both
the balls must rest in the water all the
time, and neither one will sink so low in
the water that it will be liable to strike
any of the rocks in the rapids above the
Falls.
It Is here, before the brink of the Falls

has been reached, that those who have
studied this problem expect the aeronaut
to meet with his greatest danger. The rap¬ids above the Falls extend for a distance
of nearly two miles.
Over the whole of this distance the river

rushes at an ever increasing velocity, be¬
ing torn into angry, foamy waves by hugefargments of rock lying but a few feet be¬
low the surface and in many places ex¬
posed. There are channels in these great
rapids, but they have never been explored.The river above the falls is extremelywide, and those who have studied the rap¬ids at this point say an extensive speed-
water channel leads clear down to the spot
in the centre of the Horseshoe, where the
deep green water shoots over the brink.
Some years ago a lake schooneT was sent
down to the falls and she successfully
passed through this channel and reached
the brink. Theire she hung for some hours
before she was torn to pieces by the force
of the waters and finally plunged below.
Aeronaut Bartholomew is well aware that

huge brown rocks extend into full view at
the foot of the Falls below the cataract.
Here is where he relies upon his baloon
apparatus to come Into play.lie expects to release a lot of ballast Justas' he goes over the brink, and then to
sail into the air. Indeed, he claims thathe will be able to rise from the brink ofthe Falls high Into the air, perhaps to be
blown back again over the current by somewind coming up the river.
Niagara Falls people, however, think the

attempt would be a foolhardy one. Theypoint out several dangers ahead of this in¬
ventor.
Any sudden rocking of the apparatus asit strikes rocks In the rapids above thefalls or is cast from side to side by the

waves would be likely to throw the in¬
ventor against the steel bar and kill him.Mr. Bartholomew says, however, that onhis trapeze some distance below this rod hewill swing clear of all obstructions and can¬not be injured.
Again, it has been pointed out that thecurrent may shoot the apparatus over thef/ills end-on, after one of the balloons hasbeen punctured, thus letting the gas es¬

cape. 51r. Bartholomew says In answer tothis that the other balloon would keep upthe machine sufficiently to break the forceof its fall into the water below, and thatin any event it would be light enough to bethrown far beyond the rocks so as to fallinto the deep water.
What Is the apparatus should get stuck inthe rapids above the falls? That questionhas beer asked at Niagara, but the inventor

says it will float so light that it is notlikely tc hit any submerged rocks, and thatits cork surface will make It rebound if it
comes afilnst one of those above the sur¬face. ,

The dar "">ntor of this machine saysthat It wi '
. +,au»ched in the river a mile

or two ab °y® ^ne lai^ some time this Sum¬
mer, and "U1 luen 0,,Vjwed down in a boat.
Mr. Bartholomew will ^en take his place
011 the ?i)f|fetla ,

e ,ge dumb-bell willbo releas* tliG cli<nni0l»
From 1 i.m6."!1!11 ,iI: caches the brinkof the fa'ls take, he hinks, iess than

fifteen m.lnutes, and that h,lf an hour aftertaking hi^3 P'®ce on the tra)eze jjar jje wjlj
be safely lanfed below thefallSi after hav.
Ing succ.fsfHi'y accomplish^ moat
gerous tf'P on earth.
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HETTY GREEN'S BONNET
America's Richest v\oman Has New and

Economical Headgear
for Easter.

The richest woman In America, and prob-
ibly In the world, has got her Easter bon-
let. She made It herself, and therein she
jets an example to the wives of men who
ire earning $15 a week or less, and one
tvhlch Is not likely to be followed.
Mrs. Green has just been seen In public

rearing the bonnet. She wears It not with
:he air of one who is doing something nat-
tral and appropriate to the Spring time,)ut of one who has acquired a new article

of apparel because she needs it.
From the following technical and minute

description It will at once be perceived
that the bonnet could have been devised
by no milliner. By no possibility could
one have so utterly disregarded all fashion.
The bonnet is a bold defiance to the whole
millinery business. It is perfectly flat,
whereas, Easter hats this year are just
about as high as they can be made.

It has a black crown, just the shape of
the top of the head, a sort of pitch-cap, in
fact. This is covered by a piece of lace
with-jet beads on it. The lace Is fastened
down closely to the crown.
Clear round the edge of the bonnet runs

a band of narrow, inexpensive black satin.
In front this is tied into a bow, evidentlyhome-made, which is situated exactly in the
centre of the forehead. The sides of the
bow do not stand out, with the gay butter¬

fly effect generally fashionable In bows,
but they He down like two very unobtru¬
sive human ears.
The general effect of the black ribbon is

further relieved by three simple knots
tied in it. one at each side and the other
at. the back, exactly on the centre of that
portion of the head.
The most astonishing feature remains to

be described. At four places along the rib¬
bon there peep out four little red roses.
Mrs. Green seems to have planned this
gay concession to fashion and then to
nave half repented of it, for the roses are
stuffed in between the ribbon and her thick
Iron-gray hair. They are the only touch
of color in the whole creation.
To the back of the bonnet are attached

two long pieces of black ribbon, which
come down and are tied under the chin.
They complete the Easter bonnet of the
richest woman in America.
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Utytold U/^altl? of Biblieal
Jreasores f[\ay Be Re¬
vealed by a Searel?

of ai) flyyeyk
Qatfyedral.

King Menellk^c* Abyssinia, has promised
t* a9 so a --.?rred within
domi^io- .c laission of
European s an exhaustive
examination of the vaults.of the cathedral
church of Axium. where the monarchs of
Ethiopia have been crowned from time Im¬
memorial. A widespread tradition of the
Moslem world asserts that it is within the
ancient vaults of this structure that the
Ark of the Covenant is preserved, along
with the tables of stone containing the Ten
Commandments, and which Moses brought
down from Mount Sinai.
The seven-branched candlestick of gold,

which figured in the Holy of Holies of the
Temple of Solomon, at Jerusalem, is said to
be preserved In these vaults, which are also
known to contain a Aass of ancient papyri
and other manuscripts that are In an excel¬
lent state of preservation, but have never
been translated or annotated.
In view of this promise of King Menellk

to throw open to the scientific world the his¬
torical and biblical treasures known to exist
in the vaults of the cathedral of Axum,
European archeologists are Just now anx¬

iously discussing the possibilities of such a

search. Only a couple of years ago a Syrlac
manuscript dating back to the fourth can-

tury was unearthed in the Convent of St.
Catherine, on Mount Sinai, giving in the na¬

tive language of Christ a relation of the
Scriptures whose existence was never be¬
fore suspected.
But here In the Cathedral of Axum, a

building of much greater mystery and In¬
terest, there is known to be a collection
of ancient writings that has long excited
the curiosity of scholars, and whose de¬
cipherment may produce for more valuable
results.

It Is no mere vague tradition handed
down from father to son which has trans¬
mitted to generations of Abysslnlans the
story of how these priceless treasures came
to repose In the Cathedral of Axum. The
story of their procurement by the rulers of
the country and of their being deposited
within these sacred vaults Is specific, par¬
ticular and detailed.
It is told how they were brought from

Jerusalem to Abyssinia by the founder of
the present reigning dynasty, the first of
the Emperorf, Menellk, who was the son

of King Solomon of Israel and of that bibli¬
cal Queen of Sheba, who Is on record as

having carried on a very pronounced flirta¬
tion with the ruler of the Jews. This

original Menellk Is frequently referred to
In the Song of Solomon, to b® found In the
Protestant Bible.
Although, as authentic history teaches,

born after the return of his mother to her
own dominion, he was brought up at the
court of his father at Jerusalem. He re¬

mained there until the first destruction
and sacking of Jerusalem and the pillage
of the Temple of Solomon by Shlshak, King
of Egypt.
Immediately before the destruction of the

temple Menellk fled back to Abyssinia. He
carried with him for safe-keeping the
treasures of that structure, which were

threatened with seizure and defilement.
It Is positively asserted by Abyssinian

tradition that he carried back with him
the tables of stone, the ark of the Cove¬
nant and the seven-branched candlestick.
These he deposited in the Interior of that
huge granite pile which constitutes the
pedestal of the ancient Abysslniau temple
of Axum, long ante-dating the Christian
era. and where the rulers of Ethiopa have
been crowned from the earliest times.
The present r'athedral of Axum Is al¬

leged by a pious tradition of the people
to have been designed by no less a person-
Age than H*iBt the J) unbend ot tke
.Virgin Mary. V U * auadrUateral ittUdr

ing of considerable b^* '

It ,jilt on the summit >.

granite pyramid, the remnant v.

temple that formerly occupied t
Is within the interior of this pyra -.d t
the vaults are situated which King Me.
lek has now promised to throw open to t
Inspection of European archeologisti, ai
where biblical treasures of untold value
are almost certain to be found.
Not since Napoleon Invaded Egypt, tak¬

ing with him a corps of archeologists and
orientalists, whose work there revealed
for the first time the stupendous historical
importance of that land of romance, has a

disclosure of antiquities of equal magni¬
tude been promised. The Cathedral of
Axlum is but one of the repositorlee of
Biblical treasures which Menelik offers to
open up to the modern scientific world for
investigation.
It is believed that he will open up for th«

first time the priceless treasures that have
for thousands of years been jealously pre¬
served on the Holy Island of Debra Sinan,
located near the centre of the great Inland
sea or Lake of Zuoi, in the southern por¬
tion of the Kingdom of Shoah. This island
is reputed sacred not only among the Abys-
slnians themselves, bqt also throughout
the Moslem world, and it is to this probe-
bly that must be attributed the fact ti
notwithstanding the innumerable wars
have raged in Abyssinia for at least }
years past, the sactity of the island p1
never have Deen violated by eithr
tian or infidel.
This island of Debra Sina*

lan rendering of Mount Si
and guarded entirely by ; ^ks, a.
ant and fanatic as are a! the Ab.ssin.
clergy, but who, when r ^ they take
their residence on the is- .id are never p-mitted to leave It agair. in tact, the e
of the island bad never jeen trodden by t,
foot of any layman ntil two veurs as
when Emperor Mene? n bimself, atendedl
a few of his principal ras or generals am
escorted by a stro'igiy armed bodyguard,crossed the waters of the lake and landed
on it6 shores, the bodyguard remaining in
the boats ready f< r emergency.According to t\e dusky monarch's own
account the vaults of the monastery, which
is of enormous size and built upon rock,
are filled with "lapyrl and parchments and
books of every description. The books are
believed to b ye been sent thither at the
time of the ..lohamedan invasion of Abys¬sinia, in t'.a sixteenth century, but the
parchment are declared to hail from the
world-fai ,'d library of Alexandria, which
was dispersed in the seventh century by
the Mohi inedan calif Omar.
The papyri evidently date from a much

earlier <;ra and probably relate to that
period when the Emperors o$ Ethiopiaruled m.t only over Abyssinia, but also
over E>gj i>t, their domination of the latter
country being pictured by many a sculpture
and painting ou the pyramids and temples
of the Land of the Nile.
No surprise has been excited In the

European world by this generous offer of
the present Nigus, who is known to be a
man of progressive mind and enlightened
methods. He is endeavoring to sho ?

every means in his power that he Is *
of taking his place among the ch
monarchy of the Old World.
King Menelek, of Abyssinia, has apptic^

for admission to the Postal Union. He
has accepted an honorary membership in
nearly all of the leading geographical soci¬
eties of Europe.
He has taken the necessary steps for the

admission of his Government into th®
association known as the Geneva Conven¬
tion, the object of wliioh is to diminish
as much as possible the horrors of warfare
by caring for the sick and wounded and by
refraining from the use of explosive bul¬
lets, nltro-glycerine bombs and other simi¬
lar means of offence of a barbarous chnr.
acter. Since the crushing blow which
elek inflleted upon the Italian army
sought to subjugate his country '

been curiously studied by the
Europe.
Observers who have known at

with Menelik have told their s
the official transactions of his Gc
have fairly reflected his ideas.
suit of this he has been found, i>
barian, as his enemies had repress
a man of education and etuierlit'
friend of progre*# i>u<J e rultc
appreciates the value ai Ihur
oyinloa.


